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predisposing	cardiac	lesions	presents	bacteremia	without	an	obvious	source,	it	is	usually	a	difficult	diagnosis	³	establish	in	other	patients	seen	in	routine	clinical	practice.	When	the	characteristics	of	IE	are	atÃpicas	or	are	masked	by	coexisting	diseases,	the	diagnosis	³	errÃ	neo	³	can	lead	to	a	catÃ	strofe.	On	the	other	hand,	³	overdiagnosis	of	IE	can
lead	to	numerous	iatrogenic	problems	arising	from	antimicrobial	therapy	or	from	concurrent	vascular	access.Definitions	of	practical	cases	and	clinical	³	for	IE	are	important	for	both	clinicians	and	researchers	studying	this	complex	disease.	In	1994,	Durack	et	al.	[1]	proposed	a	new	set	of	diagnostic	criteria	³	the	diagnosis	³	EI	that	were	later	known	as
the	Duke	criteria.	These	criteria	have	been	validated	by	the	authors	of	reports	from	numerous	studies	conducted	during	the	last	4	years	in	a	wide	spectrum	of	patients,	including	children,	adults,	elderly,	recipients	³	valvular	theses,	injecting	drug	users,	non-drug	users,	patients	in	tertiary	care	centers³	patients	in	primary	hospitals	and	patients	treated
outside	the	United	States.	When	it	was	considered	that	the	patolÃ	confirmed	cases	³	gically	were	the	gold	standard	for	assessing	the	Duke	criteria,	the	collective	sensitivity	of	the	Duke	criteria	in	numerous	studies	was	>80%	[2¢	Â		9].	In	addition,	the	high	specificity	[10]	and	negative	predictive	value	[11]	of	the	Duke	criteria	have	been
confirmed.Despite	these	data,	the	Duke	criteria	are	deficient.	A	frequent	accrCr	of	the	Duke	criteria	is	the	overly	³	categorization	of	the	group	Ã¢	Â		possible	IE.Ã¢	Â		For	example,	in	the	original	Duke	criteria,	an	individual	patient	may	¢Ã,odazahcer	¢Ã,odazahcer	opurg	led	o±Ãamat	le	racifilpma	arap	y	opurg	elbisop	etse	ed	o±Ãamat	le	ricuder	arap	Â
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